
 

 

Interpretation of Tabulation 

 

Numerical data is presented in rows and columns in a methodical manner through tabulation. It is 

intended to make analysis easier and presentation simpler. This kind of display makes it easier to 

compare data that is close to one another and supports additional statistical analysis and 

interpretation. 

 

Goals for Tabulation 

 

The goal of tabulation is to condense a large amount of numerical data into the most 

straightforward form. The following are tabulation's main goals: 

 

1. To make the complex data simpler  Tabulation attempts to arrange the classified data. The 

goal is to condense the vast amount of information (data) being studied into a manner that is 

clear and concise. 

2. To save on space by compressing data into a meaningful form, tabulation attempts to reduce 

space without compromising the quantity or quality of the data. 

3. To allow comparison: By presenting the data in a tabular format, it also seeks to quickly 

enable comparisons between different observations. 

4. To ease statistical analysis: As a stage in between data classification and presentation, 

tabulation seeks to ease statistical analysis. It is simple to compute several statistical measures, 

such as averages, dispersion, correlation, etc., from methodically tabulated data. 

5. As a point of reference. In order to facilitate easy identification and use, the data is tabulated 

and grouped in tables with titles and table numbers to serve as references for future research. 

 

ESSENTIALS OR REQUIREMENTS OF A GOOD TABLE 

 

1 Title: The table's top needs to have a title. The title needs to have a strong sense of attraction. 

 

2. Reasonably Sized: The table should not be excessively large or little. The goals of the table 

and the properties of the data should determine the table's size. It ought to encompass all 

significant data features. 

 

3. Attractive: To ensure that the reader can grasp a table with ease, it should have an appealing 

appearance that appeals to both the sight and the mind. 

 

4. Special Emphasis: The titles of the data that need to be compared should be printed in bold 

letters and should be positioned in the left-hand corner of the columns. 

5. Fit the purpose: The table ought to align with the aim of the statistical analysis. 

 

7. Data Comparison: The data that need to be compared has to be arranged closely within the 

columns. 

 

6. Simplicity: To make the table easily understood, it should be small and straightforward. 

 

8. Rows and columns need to be numbered: A table's rows and columns need to be numbered for 



 

 

ease of reference. 

 

9. Clarity: Make sure your table is clear enough so that even a non-expert may understand its 

meaning. The table should be as comprehensive and self-explanatory as feasible. 

 

10. Units: The unit identifiers, such as "Weight in kg" and "Price in rupees," should be listed at 

the top of the table beneath the title. If separate items have different units, they should be noted 

in the corresponding rows and columns. 

 

11. Appropriately estimated: Large figures should be rounded or appropriately approximated.  

 

12. Prepared using science: The table needs to be set up rationally and methodically. There 

should be no ambiguity or overlap of any kind.  

 

Components of a Table 

 

1. Table Numbers: When there are numerous tables, they should all be numbered to facilitate 

easy identification and future reference. 

 

When there are numerous tables, they ought to be numbered in a sensible order. 

The table number can be found at the beginning of the table's title or on top of the table.  

Additionally, subscripted numerals such as 2, 2.1, and so on are used to identify the table based 

on its location.  

 

2. Title: Each table needs to have an appropriate title. A table's title provides a concise overview 

of its contents. 

The title ought to be unambiguous, self-explanatory, and unambiguous. 

A title need to be succinct and positioned prominently, typically beneath the table number. 

Sometimes using a lengthy title is preferable for clarity's sake. A 'Catch Title' may be displayed 

above the 'Main Title' in following circumstances.  

 

3. Captions or Column Headings: A column designation that explains the column's numbers is 

placed at the top of each column in a table. "Column heading" or "caption" refers to this. 

 

The heads or labels of vertical columns are referred to as captions.  

In order to save space, captions are typically placed in small letters in the middle of the columns. 

Sub-heads: The caption may have sub-heads if the data in the columns is split up into multiple 

classes.  

5. Table Body: With its data (numerical information), the table's body is its most crucial 

component.  

The row and column of the table define the fixed location of each figure or piece of data. 

In the main body, the numerical data is arranged in rows from left to right and in columns from 

top to bottom. 

The main body's dimensions and form should be planned with the investigation's goal and figure 

types in mind.  



 

 

Because the table's body contains the complete set of facts and conclusions from a statistical 

analysis, care must be taken to ensure that no extraneous information appears in the table. 

 

6. Unit of Measurement: If the unit does not vary throughout the table, it should always be 

indicated beside the title. This applies to the figures in the table, which are actual data. 

If distinct units are required for rows or columns, they must be indicated in addition to stubs or 

captions. 

Large numbers should be rounded up and the appropriate method of rounding should be noted. 

7. Head Notes: A head note is provided immediately below the main title in small brackets with 

important terms in case the main title is unable to provide all the information. 

To express all the pertinent information about the data, a head note has been provided. 

 

8. Source Note: The source from which information has been derived is mentioned in a source 

note. 

If the data is secondary, a source note is provided. 

The book name, page number, table number, and other details from whence the data were 

gathered should all be included in the source. If there are multiple sources, each one needs to be 

listed in the source note. 

The source remark directs the reader to the primary data if he wishes to refer to the original 

information. 

source note is typically written at the table's bottom. 

Relevance: Three factors make the source note significant: 

(i) It acknowledges the source (individual or organization) that gathered the data; 

(ii) It offers a link to potentially more comprehensive source material. 

(iii) It offers an indication of the validity of the information and the sources. 

 

9. Footnotes: The footnote section concludes the table. The specific characteristic of the table's 

data content that is not immediately clear and has not been previously discussed is explained in 

the footnote. 

The purpose of footnotes is to explain anything that is unclear from the header, title, stubs, 

caption, etc. 

The footnotes are numbered consecutively when there are multiple of them. 

 

Footnotes are denoted by the*, @, £, and so on symbols. 

 

The following are the typical uses of footnotes: 

(1) To identify any deviations from the data;  



 

 

(2) Any unique situations that could impact the data; and 

(3) To make any ambiguity in the data clear. 

 

Categorization according to Goal or Objective 

 

1. General Purpose Table: A General Purpose Table encompasses a wide range of information on 

a single subject and provides a detailed representation of the raw data. 

The data is presented without any particular analytical intent. 

These tables are typically quite extensive and provided for reference in the appendix. There are 

numerous uses for these tables. They are widely utilized in government department reports. 

'Reference Table' and 'Repository Table' are other names for it. 

 

2. Special Purpose Table: These tables offer details relevant to a certain question. 

 

These tables, which display the outcomes of data analysis, are typically quite succinct. 

Other names for it include "Text Table," "Summary Table," and "Analytical Table." 

 

Categorization according to Data Type 

 

There may be two kinds of tables depending on how unique the data is: 

 

1. Original Table: This sort of table does not round the statistics; it presents the statistical 

information in their original format. 

It includes information that was first gathered from the original (primary) source. 

'Classification Table' or 'Primary Table' are other names for it. 

2. Derived Table: A table that displays averages, percentages, ratios, and other findings derived 

from the original data is referred to as a derived table. 

 It conveys data that was taken from original or primary tables. 

 Another name for it is a "Derivative Table." 

 

Categorization according to Level of Coverage 

 

Tables can be classified into two categories based on their construction or coverage extent:  

1. Simple Table: In this most basic type of table, information is displayed based just on one 

feature.  

When just one variable is being studied, a one-way table presents the univariate frequency 

distribution. 

It is often referred to as a "First Order Table" or a "One-way Table."  

2. Complex Table: A complex table is a table that displays data based on two or more criteria. 

Three sections can be formed from the complex table based on their characteristics: 

A two-way table, often called a double table, provides details on two connected aspects of a 

specific phenomenon.  



 

 

3. Three-way Table (Treble Table): Three features of the data are categorized in a three-way 

table. It provides details on three interconnected traits of a certain phenomenon. 

 

4. Manifold Table: The table, which explains more than three characteristics of the data, is 

known as Manifold Table. These tables provide information on a large number of inter-related 

problems or characteristics of a given phenomenon. This is the most complex form of a table. 

Benefits of Tabulation  
 

Tabulation or tabular presentation has the following key advantages: 

 

1. Simplifying the Data: Tabulation provides the data in an extremely clear and basic format. It is 

simple to understand the tabular data.  

2. Facilitates Comparison: Because figures are tabulated and presented in discrete columns and 

rows in a classed manner, comparison is made easier.  

3. Analysis and Interpretation: By using statistical measurements like averages, dispersion, 

correlation, etc., tabular presentation makes it easier to analyze and comprehend data.  

4. Economical: Since tabulated data requires less room and time to convey, tabular presentation 

is cost-effective.  

5. Offers Reference: Because tabulated data and information are employed in various research 

projects and studies, they provide as a source of reference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


